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Createspace, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 226 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****, Canyon Wren s Rag, under the imprint of Fictional Enterprises, brings
together 276 poems, containing fifty years, 1960-2010, of the selected poems of Fil Lewitt, accompanied by some
of his drawings. It is the COMPANION VOLUME to The Zen Follies (2010), which is an illustrated, non-fiction,
mostly prose book of autobiography, stories, tales, aphorisms, and essays about one man s journey into
American Zen Buddhism. Canyon Wren s Rag is in some sense more of the same, but all in poetry, a medium in
which Fil Lewitt has been working steadily since the age of fourteen, not a medium that can ever be perfected,
but one in which there is constant growth and change. Many of the poems are sonnets, and many are funny,
though Lewitt writes no doggerel; the humor is indwelling, with many puns and plays on words. There is also a
sense of wonder at the strange worlds we all inhabit, as well as the tunes and music inherent in words. There
are nine chapters or sections, which are presented mostly chronologically, though finally based more on
content than on strict chronology. The chapters are: Big River; Old World; Advice from Uncle Etcetera;
Monastery in Ragtime; Potted Palms; Thin Air; The Narrow Road to the Far East; Mangos in Moonlight; Sonnets
To A Muse. Each chapter s poems are from a different place and a different time. Lewitt s poetry is not
sentimental, nor is it about religious faith, though the poems trace a path through a life both of the spirit of
being human and of the nature of hard work and play. He has been a Zen Buddhist for more than forty...
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