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purchases of raw and processed foods through the food stamp, WIC, school lunch, and other food relief
programs. Californias potential share of these program dollars could be en-hanced through modifications and
streamlining of the guidelines and regulatory oversight, both at the State and National levels. Specialty crop
block grants managed through the State Depart-ments of Agriculture have been shown to be extremely
effective in dealing with the wide range of products and regionally distinct dis-tribution channels for specialty
crop product producers. A mationwide commitment to the viability and enhancement of specialty crop
industries can be accomplished through increased in-vestment in these State-driven grants. Coordination with
National and State nutrition policy can also create excellent partnerships with farmers in rural and urban
communities. The second question you had asked, What are some of the ex-port-related challenges for
California growers, particularly in light of State and Federal regulations that impact our ability to com-pete
Certainly, harmonization and standardization of phytosanitary requirements, tariffs, and other trade barriers
that limit the export of many specialty crops need to be a focus. Trade promotion and technical assistance are
WTO-approved ac-tivities that governments may support. The current and future farm bill must recognize the
tremendous return on investment that dollars allocated to aggressive export assistance can bring back to the
Nation. However, trade promotion must be linked to a stronger commitment to both food safety and protection
against invasive species from imports and tourism. All agricultural trade can...
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