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Chairman M. Good morning. Welcome to this mornings hearing: Preventing Harm - Protecting Health:
Reforming CDCs Environmental Public Health Practices. This is the third subcommittee hearing to examine the
perform-ance of the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, ATSDR. Today, we will expand our work
to examine the work of its sister agency, the National Center for Environmental Health, NCEH. Together, those
offices are the Centers for Disease Controls experts in performing environmental health evaluations. In previous
hearings, we documented problems with ATSDRs work on formaldehyde and the safety of trailers provided to
fami-lies that survived Hurricane Katrina. We also documented prob-lems with ATSDRs environmental
assessments at Camp LeJeune, Vieques, Puerto Rico, and Midlothian, Texas. Three of the four cases mentioned
have seen the health evaluations withdrawn by ATSDR, and the fourth is under review. They are to be com-
mended, we do commend ATSDR for their willingness to admit failings, but today we will hear reasons to worry
about what they are doing to make sure there are not failings in the future. We will examine one of these past
examples, looking into current actions by the CDC to launch a new public health evaluation at Vieques, Puerto
Rico. Additionally, we are releasing a staff report that documents seri-ous flaws in an article written by CDC
staff in 2004 to respond to the Districts lead-in-water crisis. That article - the District of Co-lumbia. That article
was built on significantly incomplete data for one of the two studies and unreliable...
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