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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The world s use of nonfuel mineral resources continues to increase to support
a growing population and increasing standards of living. The ability to meet this increasing demand is affected
especially by concerns about possible environmental degradation associated with minerals production and by
competing land uses. What information does the world need to support global minerals development in a
sustainable way? Informed planning and decisions concerning sustainability and future mineral resource
supply require a long-term perspective and an integrated approach to resource, land use, economic, and
environmental management worldwide. Such perspective and approach require unbiased information on the
global distribution of identified and especially undiscovered resources, the economic and political factors
influencing their development, and the potential environmental consequences of their exploitation. The U.S.
Geological Survey and the former Deposit Modeling Program of the International Union of Geological Sciences
(IUGS) of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) sponsored a workshop
on Deposit Modeling, Mineral Resource Assessment, and Their Role in Sustainable Development at the 31st
International Geological Congress (IGC) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on August 18-19, 2000.
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