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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.THE CLASSIC WORK OF ARCHIMEDES The Sand-Reckoner Dimensio
Circuli of Archimedes Translated by Thomas L. Heath (Original publication: Cambridge University Press, 1897).
The Sand Reckoner is a work by Archimedes in which he set out to determine an upper bound for the number
of grains of sand that fit into the universe. In order to do this, he had to estimate the size of the universe
according to the contemporary model, and invent a way to talk about extremely large numbers. The work, also
known in Latin as Archimedis Syracusani Arenarius and Dimensio Circuli, which is about 8 pages long in
translation, is addressed to the Syracusan king Gelo II (son of Hiero II), and is probably the most accessible work
of Archimedes; in some sense, it is the first research-expository paper. Archimedes died during the Siege of
Syracuse when he was killed by a Roman soldier despite orders that he should not be harmed. Cicero describes
visiting the tomb of Archimedes, which was surmounted by a sphere and a cylinder, which Archimedes had
requested to be placed on his tomb, representing his mathematical discoveries. Unlike his inventions, the
mathematical writings of Archimedes were little known in antiquity. Mathematicians from Alexandria read and
quoted him, but the first comprehensive compilation was not made until c. 530 AD by Isidore of Miletus in
Byzantine Constantinople, while commentaries on the works of Archimedes written by Eutocius in the sixth
century AD opened them to wider readership for the first time. The relatively few copies of Archimedes written
work that survived through the Middle Ages were an influential source of ideas for scientists during the
Renaissance, while the discovery in 1906...
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