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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: . . . unwarranted, and in the end enriched very few persons. The Coudersport
Pike marked the southerly boundary of the Black Forest, a vast region of white pine, hemlock and hardwood
timber, which covered approximately an area of forty miles by forty miles. As late as 1881, this land could be
bought from private owners for one dollar per acre, grand old trees and all, so far from market was it at that
time. Much of it was still in the possession of the State, and could be taken up by homesteaders. But with the
advent of stem-winder railways, about twenty-five years ago, the timber became accessible, its value increased,
and in twenty years all but a few scattering tracts were cut off. No one thought of replanting, like in the Black
Forest of Germany, and today the view northward through the Black Forest that was is disheartening in the
extreme. Most of this denuded area has now passed into the hands of the State, and if the next session of the
Legislature grants a sufficient appropriation, a cent an acre will be enough, a strong effort will be made to
check the forest fire horror and let the country grow up again. But when apparently some men say openly that
the huckleberry crop is worth more than the young trees, local co-operation will be withheld from restoring the
forest cover, so valuable alike to the healthful and commercial welfare of the Pennsylvania Highlands. Nearer
to...
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