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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1864 edition. Excerpt: . CHAPTER XL BETWEEN TWO WORLDS. A Solemn calm came
down upon the house at Graybridge, and for the first time Isabel Gilbert felt the presence of death about and
around her, shutting out all the living world by its freezing influence. The great iceberg had come down upon
the poor frail barque. It almost seemed to Isabel as if she and all in that quiet habitation had been
encompassed by a frozen wall, through which the living could not penetrate. She suffered very much; the
morbid sensibility of her nature made her especially liable to such suffering. A dull remorseful pain gnawed at
her heart. Ah, how wicked she had been! how false, how cruel, how ungrateful! But if she had known that he
was to die--if she had only known --it might all have been different. The foreknowledge of his doom would have
insured her truth and tenderness; she could not have wronged, even by so much as a thought, a husband
whose days were numbered. And amid all her remorse she was for ever labouring with the one grand difficulty-
-the difficulty of realising what had happened. She had needed the doctor s solemn assurance that her husband
was really dead before she could bring herself to believe that the white swoon, the chill heaviness of the passive
hand, did indeed mean death. And even when she had been told that all was over, the words seemed to have
very little influence...
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