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AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF AN INDIAN

Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher.
Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1916 edition. Excerpt: . XII THE SOUL OF THE WHITE MAN V/TY last work under the
auspices of the A Government was the revision of the Sioux allotment rolls, including the determination of
family groups, and the assignment of surnames when these were lacking. Originally, the Indians had no family
names, and confusion has been worse confounded by the admission to the oHicial rolls of vulgar nicknames,
incorrect translations, and English cognomens injudiciously bestowed upon children in the various schools. Mr.
Hamlin Garland and Dr. George Bird Grinnell interested themselves in this matter some years ago, and
President Roosevelt foresaw the diHiculties and complications in the way of land inheritance, hence my unique
commission. My method was to select from the personal names of a family, one which should be reasonably
short, euphonious, and easily pronounced by the white man in the vernacular; or, failing this, a short
translation in which the essential meaning should be preserved. All the brothers, their wives and children were
then grouped under this as a family name, provided their consent could be obtained to the arrangement. While
fully appreciating the Indian s viewpoint, I have tried to convince him of the sincerity of his white friends, and
that conflicts between the two races have been due as much to mutual misunderstandings as to the selfish
greed of the white man. These children of nature once had faith in man as well as in God. To-day, they would
suspect even their best...
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