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the Sack of Rome, Vol. 3 of 6 Eugenius IV. might triumph at Florence; but the fathers of Basel, weakened yet not
dismayed, pursued their course with an appearance of lofty indifference. In January, 1438, they suspended
Eugenius IV. from Basel, his office for venturing to summon a Council to Ferrara without their assent. The
logical consequence of such a step was the deposition of Eugenius, and to this Cardinal d Allemand and his
followers were ready to proceed. But, although all who had any leaning towards Eugenius, or who had any
scruples about the omnipotence of the Council, had already left Basel, there still remained many who did not
wish to proceed at once to extremities. Motives of statesmanship and considerations of expediency landed them
in a somewhat illogical position. Through their desire to support the Council without attacking the Pope they
were nicknamed at Basel the Greys, as being neither black nor white. This party, though it had the weakness
which in ecclesiastical matters always attaches to a party that is trimming through political pressure, was still
strong enough to put off for some time the deposition of Eugenius. It raised technical points, disputed each
step, and gave weight to the remonstrances against a new schism which came from the princes of Europe.
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