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illustrated. 1851 Excerpt: ... In the Circuit Court of Law for Henrico Co. Criminal Term. Commonwealth ) For the
prosecution, John B. Young. For the defence, Robert G. Scott and W. Wallace Day. The prosecution was for the
alleged murder of Robert T. Childress, and was founded on Sec. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, chap. 191, Code of Va. , page
723. . Murder by poison, lying in wait, imprisonment, starving, or any wilful, deliberate and premeditated killing,
or in the commission of, or attempt to commit arson, rape, robbery or burglary, is murder of the first degree.
All other murder is murder of the second degree. Il. Murder of the first degree shall be punished with death. IIl.
Murder of the second degree, by a free person, shall be punished by confinement in the penitentiary not less
than five, nor more than eighteen years. IV. Voluntary manslaughter, by a free person, shall be punished by
confinement in the penitentiary not less than one, nor more than five years. V. Involuntary manslaughter, by a
free person, shall be a misdemeanor. The Indictment contained three counts, each for the alleged murder of
Robert T. Childress, on the 30th September, 1850. 1. Charging the assault as made with a certain stick in the
right hand held, and the blow as given on the head, of which the stricken lingered till the 4th of November then
ensuing, and died. 2. Charging the blow as given on the left side of the...
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