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rise, Sir, in support of the motion now before you. But my reverence for this body, the novelty of my present
situation, the great importance and difficulty of the subject, and the thought of being opposed by gentlemen of
the greatest abilities, has too sensible an impression on my mind. But, Sir, | know so much of my natural
timidity, which increases with my years, that | foresaw this would be the case; | therefore prepared a speech for
the occasion. Sir, | have lived free, and in many respects happy, for near sixty years; but my happiness has been
greatly diminished, for much of the time, by hearing a great part of the human species groaning under the
galling yoke of bondage. In this time | lost a venerable father, a tender mother, two affectionate sisters, and a
beloved first born son; but all these together have not cost me half the anxiety as has been occasioned by this
wretched situation of my fellow-men, whom, without a blush, | call my brethren. When | consider their
deplorable state, and who are the cause of their misery, the load of misery that lies on them, and the load of
guilt on us for imposing it on them; it fills my soul with anguish. | view their distresses, | read the anger of
Heaven, | believe that if | should not exert myself when, and as far, as in my power, in order to relieve them, |
should be partaker of the guilt. Sir, the question is, Whether slavery is consistent with justice and good policy?
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